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 Tale Wheel view                                                 
       I am going to mix things up a bit here for this 

column. I first want to recognize a person in our 

Chapter that shown a ton of character. This member, 

although fairly new, has shown us what a true 

gentleman and real friend should look like. During 

the last day of the B-17 visit, I had to pick the people 

who would ride the B-17 to Mamasas, Va.  There 

were 8 who wanted to go, so I had a couple non 

chapter people pull the names out of a hat. Of the 

names that were drawn, one of the guys volunteered 

to give up his seat for a more senior member. That 

member is Bob Keller.  I can’t Thank you enough Bob. 

You are indeed an honorable man.       Wow what a 

month! With the beginning being like summer 

weather, it started off great with our Fall Festival. I 

was a bit concerned that our ‘Poker Run’ would not 

get off. The heavy ground fog was a real issue when 

we wanted to take off just after daybreak. All turned 

out well though.   

 
Alloway Fall Festivle 

We had a bunch of airplanes come in. We are getting 

some interesting stuff coming in too, like this Super 

Cat- Flown in from Maryland 

 

 

 

 

 

by 

Steve Carothers. There were a few other 

 newbees as well. As I said, I was going to be  

jumping all around with this article so 

 

We worked with ‘Crusin 92.1 FM to pay tribute to a 

host of WWII B-17 crew members. This was a great 
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time to see them get on board for a ride in the  

same type aircraft they flew missions in 

over Germany 70 years ago, just amazing.    

                      On the ground in Manasa 

As I think about the last two years, the challenges, 

the changes and  the growth we have seen in our 

chapter.  Yea, we didn’t do as many first Saturday 

visits, but some of the other things made up for it…I 

hope. I now look to someone to take the reins for at 

least the next two years. I have no plans to drop the 

ideas I have for the upcoming year. The B-17 was a 

success. The next two items I want to see come to 

fruition are our own home for the Chapter and the 50 

year anniversary. 

I have something I want to show everyone at the next 

general meeting on Nov.20th. Please don’t miss this 

meeting. 

 See you then at the Glassboro VFW. Nov. 20th 

                                                                               Tom 

MEETING MINUTES – OCTOBER 16, 2013 

LOCATION: Free Fall Adventure Sky Diving facility at 

Cross Keys Airport, Williamstown, NJ. 

ATTENDANCE: A total of 22 people were present, 

including new member Lee Rappaport and guests, 

Don Powell and Mark Ramos wife, Kathie.  

 

CALL TO ORDER: At 7:40 PM by President Tom 

McDowell. 

 

READING OF MINUTES: The September 18, 2013 

minutes were published in the newsletter.  Ed 

Neumann made a motion, seconded by Dan 

Marchetti, to accept the minutes as published and it 

passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT: Mark Ramos reported on the 

checking account activity.  Also, one CD will be cashed 

out and deposited into the checking account to cover 

the costs of acquiring the chapter trailer/club house 

and otherwise replenish the checking account for 

other normal expenses.  A motion was made by 

Howard Bates and seconded by Stu Brown to accept 

the report as given and it passed by unanimously. 

 

NEWS/CORRESPONDENCE/MISCELLANEOUS: Pres. 

Tom McDowell received the October monthly chapter 

video from Oshkosh, but it will not be shown tonight 

due to the extended meeting to cover the B-17 Tour 

planning.  Tom referred to an NTSB report about a 

Paraplane accident due to disturbed air/vortices.  

Also, EAA reported that homebuilt accidents are down 

25% this year, primary LSA. 

 

TECHNICAL COUNSELORS REPORT: Whitey Lance he 

did not do any inspections of aircraft for this period. 

 

FLIGHT ADVISOR REPORT: Jim Naphas had nothing to 

report. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

(1) Camden Youth Aviation – Visitor Don Powell, 

speaking on behalf of Ira Weissman, reported the 

group has applied for non-profit 501c3 status.  The 

BD-5 kit they inherited is not a flyable project, so 

they are thinking about acquiring something else.  

They need and want the Chapter 216 membership to 

volunteer their building expertise.  About one year 

ago the chapter voted to help the group out by 

providing event insurance and volunteers at their 
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aviation related events.  No event had been 

scheduled and the question came up should we 

continue to support them.  A motion was made by 

Tom Coyle, seconded to continue the support and the 

motion was approved unanimously by voice vote.  

(2) B-17 Tour – Tom McDowell and Bill Conway led 

the planning discussion.  Lilliston Ford dealer has 

donated the use of a van for the pilots to use.  Two 

golf carts were rented for ground transportation.  

Tom and Bill went to Trenton to see how that 

chapter handled their tour and came back with some 

good information.  Saturday will be the big day with 

a motorcade bringing WW11 Vet in to relive their 

experience with a flight on the B-17. (3) Chapter 

Trailer/Club House – Tom McDowell reported he is 

still waiting for the current owners to finalize the 

contract to get the trailer unit. 

          NEW BUSINESS: (1) Next month we nominate new 

officers for the 2014~2015 year. 

 

EVENTS: Please refer to the calendar of events for 

details.  The November meeting will be held at the 

Glassboro VFW. 

 

YOUNG EAGLE REPORT: No action at this time.  

   

PROGRAM: No program due to overtime B-17 

planning.  At the next meeting we will have the 

October and November Monthly Chapter Videos. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: The business meeting adjourned at 

9:44 PM. 

Submitted By:  Bill Varnes, Chapter Secretary  

        

  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

NOVEMBER 20  - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - GLASSBORO, NJ  
EAA CHAPTER 216 MEMBERSHIP MEETING - 7:30 PM 
VFW MEETING ROOM -  
ELECTION OF CHAPTER OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT TOM McDOWELL - 856/358-7351 - 
ctmcdowell@comcast.net  

 
DECEMBER 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MASSEY, MD 

MASSEY AIR MUSEUM –  
11TH ANNUAL OPEN HANGAR DAY 
MASSEY AERDROME (MD1) 1:00 TO 5:00 PM - BRING 
HORS D’ OEUVRES TO SHARE 
www.masseyareo.org <http://www.masseyareo.org> 
 

DECEMBER 4 - - - -- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - SEWELL, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 216 DECEMBER HOLIDAY GET TOGETHER  
SEVEN STARS DINER - RT 47 & RT 41 - 6:30 TO 10:30 PM 
SEE RESERVATION FORM IN NOVERMBER NEWSLETTER  

           ALL FAMILY & FRIENDS WELCOME -  
PRESIDENT TOM McDOWELL - 856/358-7351 - 
ctmcdowell@comcast.net  

 
MAY 17, 2014 - - - - - -  - - - - - -  -  - - - CAMBRIDGE, MD 
POTOMAC ANTIQUE AERO SQUADRON - WILL HOST 
THE HORN POINT FLY-IN - @ HORN POINT AERDROME 
(MD18)  38 35.4N - 76 08.2 W 
2014 COORDINATOR  - MIKE STRIETER - 
mstrieter@southernsulation.com  
  

JUNE 7& 8, 2014- LOOKING AHEAD -CROSS KEYS. NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELBRATION 
IN CONJUCTION WITH THE 23ND ANNUAL DOUG 
MACLEOD MEMORIALPANCAKE BREAKFAST DRIVE-
IN/FLY-IN  - CROSS KEYS AIRPORT (17N) - 
                ANTIQUE CARS WELCOME 
            “NO FEE” NO PRIZES” “JUST FUN” 
MORE DETAIL TO FOLLOW - 

 
JULY 28 - AUGUST 3, 2014 -- - - - - - -  - OSHKOSH, WI 
EAA AIRVENTURE - WITTMAN REGIONAL AIRPORT 
(OSH)  - PLAN AHEAD! 
www.AirVenture.org <http://www.AirVenture.org> 
 
SEPTEMBER 3 - 6, 2014 - - - - - - - - - - WOODRUFF, SC 
8TH ANNUAL TRIPLE TREE FLY-IN - WE HEAR THAT 
MORE THAN 700 AIRCRAFT ATTEND - MANY ROUND 
ENGINES -“THE AUGUSTA NATION OF AVIATION” 
www.tripletreeflyin.com <http://www.tripletreeflyin.com> 
 
OCTOBER 4, 2014 - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - ALLOWAY, NJ 
EAA CHAPTER 216 FALL FESTIVAL - - 
LA WHITEY NCE AIRPORT (NJ02) 
438 ALLOWAY-FRIESBURG RD, ALLOWAY, NJ 
11:00 AM - TO 3:00 PM - NO BREAKFAST - CHILI 
CONTEST –HOT DOGS - HAMBURGERS WILL BE 
SERVED - BRING DESSERT TO SHARE - DONATIONS 
WELCOME  - 
 
It’s wise to confirm dates as some events cancel without 
notice.Please send event data or updates to Bob Cooper - 
856/694-4221EAA CHAPTER 216 - PL4COOP@JUNO.COM  
Update - 11/10/2013 

           Coopers Corner 
The B-17 Tour - THANK YOU! 
 

To all my many friends - just want to say 
“THANK YOU” for your concern after my “DUMB” 
fall where I tripped over some equipment at the B-
17 Tour stop at Millville on Sunday, October 20th. 
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I did visit the Tour Site everyday to help with 

the EAA Chapter 216 Team 
 

Then on Sunday - I arrived about 10:00 AM 
- (after Church) - chatted with Sandy Digangi and 
Bill Varnes in the Tour souvenir/headquarters 
trailer. Started to leave to get my coat and tripped 
over some equipment - landed on my face.  After 
lots of help, the bleeding stopped. My face was 
black & blue especially around my right eye. I 
finally drove home, cleaned up my face, and went 
to bed. 
 
I had many calls of concern to see how I was 
doing, for which I truly appreciate.  
 
I’m HAPPY to say, it took about 10 days to clear 
up, without too much pain, and lots of 
“NEOSPORIN”  
 
For me, the B-17 Tour was a wonderful 
experience. I enjoyed meeting the many visitors. 
To hear about their tour of the aircraft. I would 
always ask what they liked best. Many interesting 
stories. (Loved to hear what the 5th graders had to 
say) Have picked up some new e-mail address to 
add to our EAA Chapter 216 Events list. 
 
So - to All THANKS for your expression of concern, 
that’s what friends are all about! And to all our Tour 
Team (B-17 & EAA Chapter 216) - Thanks for your 
leadership! 
 
GOD BLESS and HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
 
                                                      Bob Cooper 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

         FUN AT GEORGETOWN 
         by Bill McElwee, Cherry Hill, NJ 

I taxi off the runway at the Georgetown 

Delaware airshow and, as usual, I am ushered 

into the “Show planes” area, where I find four 

other Coupes.  Our beauties are always 

regarded as “show planes!” The welcome lady 

asks if I would like to participate in the flour 

bombing contest.  Why not? So I am given 

three small paper sacks of lime (flour is too 

expensive) each with a yellow plastic streamer 

attached.  The instruction is to fly a normal 

pattern any time between 1 pm and 2 pm, and 

flour bomb an old Russian MIG fighter parked 

out in the grass, from any altitude, minimum to 

be 100 feet. 

A coupe is made for this.  With the windows 

down you put your hand out into the slip 

stream tightly grasping the “bomb”, ready for 

release.  Bring the target up just below the left 

side of the cowling and release just as the MIG 

disappears under the wing root.  I later 

watched a B-25 drop six bags in a salvo and he 

missed it by a mile.  Though I had to go home 

before results were announced, my Region 

Leader, John Allen, tells me that it looked to 

him like I was “Spot On!” So, please note that 

the Ercoupe is not only a match in a fight for 

any Cessna, it is also a great ground attack 

airplane.   

Years ago I was at a grass strip sport aviation 

airport on a marginal VFR day.  We were all 

watching the sky, waiting to go aloft, when the 

owner said to us, “Let’s have a flour bombing 

contest!” He assigned us each a role. I was to 

pilot a J-3 Cub with another guy in the front 

seat as bombardier. We made our three 

bombing runs over a target marked out in the 

grass, doing fairly well.  Afterwards I asked the 

office secretary what I owed for rental of the 

Cub for 20 minutes.  “Oh, nothing at all,” she 

says.  “He was just having a little fun.” I love 

that airport. Cubs are fun but Coupes are 

better.   

******************************************** 
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  View from the Tail Gunner 
Looking back  

When Bill Conway wanted to have the B-17 
at Millville three years ago and EAA 
Headquarters turned us down I figured it 
would never happen.The Trenton Chapter 
had the Event at Mercer Co. airport for the 
last 3 or 4 years. 
They didn’t know that Our Bill Conway 
wasn’t a man to give up. His military 
training wouldn’t let him surrender. He went 
to Trenton 3 years in a row to see how they 
handled the event. He was sure that we 
could do better. Planning and leadership 
makes the difference, and he gave us the 
Best B-17 event ever.  He handled the 
Communications and coordination with 
attention to details so that we got the top 
tier in the event. 
I believe that we booked a record number 
of flights. Our President, Tom McDowell 
also not to be out done was the speaker at 
the radio station promoting the event. And 
arranging the Golf carts and transportation. 
Mark Ramos and hid family added a touch 
of nostalgia to the event with the girls 
dressed up in 1940’s fashion. When they 
couldn’t find the right cloths to buy, Marks 
wife Kathy sewed them up herself and even 
dyed the cloth the right color.  
Thanks to everyone who helped! 
 
Don’t forget ! Our winter meetings will be at 
the Glassboro VFW On Wilmer street  
starting November 20th. 
  
Tom McDowell has to have the RSVP info 
for the December Holliday dinner at the  
Seven Star Diner in Sewell DEC 4TH 
By Nov. 30th 
                                        Ed Neumann 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

South Jersey Chapter 216 Officers 

President:    Tom McDowell 856-358-7351 

Vice Prez:     Tom Coyle 609-502-8833 

Secretary:     Bill Varnes 856-546-5731 

Treasurer:     Mark Ramos 856-694-0380 

Membership and Events Coordinator:                             

Bob Cooper 856-694-4221 

Technical Counselors: 
                             Whitey Lance 856-451-6005  

                             John Panchesine 856-455-0997 

Flight Advisors: 
                              Joe Flood 856-262-8688 
                             Whitey Lance 856-629-6005 
                             Jim Naphas 856-256-9043 

Young Eagle Coordinator: 
                             Dan Marchetti 856-881-8343 

Director/Trustees 
                             Bill Cheeseman 856-589-4195 
                             Bob Cooper 856-694-4221 
                             Art Kruysman 856-692-0724 
                             Dan Marchetti 856-881-8343 

                             Bill Conway 856-305-3477 

                             Howard Bates 856-728-2354 

Immediate Past President: 
                       Herman Junkerman 856-881-3459 

News Letter Editor: 
                              Ed Neumann 856-323-8466  

E-Mail:           editor@eaa216.org 

Web site 
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